Massachusetts Peace Action Annual Meeting

January 28, 2012


Workshops (Preliminary List)

Elections and Bird Dogging
Convenors: Carol Coakley, John Maher and Judith LeBlanc


In a perfect world candidates would say what they believe and be informed on most issues, but in a winner take all system that is not generally the case. 

As the news media follows them from event to event reporting on the 'race', we have an opportunity to try to get them to talk about issues, say what they believe, educate the public and, perhaps, find the candidate who best represents your values. 

We can help or hurt the candidate by our questions...McCain's 50 - 100 years in Iraq, Hillary's tears, Romney's corporations are people, Newt's tears.  There is an art to bird-dogging:  Candidates are trained to say little and stick to broad talking points,  - we the people can benefit from training on how to ask the right question, and if we get lucky, get the candidate to answer.  

Come watch some role playing and have some fun with a pretend candidate.

Carol Coakley is coordinator of Metrowest Peace Action, board member of Massachusetts Peace Action, and member of the Democratic State Committee representing the Norfolk, Bristol and Middlesex state senate district.  John Maher is on the steering committee of the 25% Campaign and is former executive director of Neighbor to Neighbor.  Judith LeBlanc is Field Director for Peace Action.

Organizing Your Community to Move the Money

Convenors: Susan Lees and Mike Prokosch

Susan Lees is an organizer of the Arlington 25% Campaign and on the steering committee of the 25% Campaign. Mike Prokosch is a member of Dorchester People for Peace, on the steering committee of the 25% Campaign and on the national coordinating committee of the New Priorities Network.

Making the Media Work for You

Convenor: Jessica K. Wilson

 

Do you ever feel like you’re constantly fighting for attention from your local media, and just not getting heard?  Do you want to know how local stories get national attention?  Do you want to know how to make the most out of the time you spend getting your message to the masses?

The media landscape has changed incredibly over the past decade, but was hasn’t changed is the value of a good story. With so many ways to get your news, just sending press releases and letters to anyone won’t get you the exposure you need for your cause. Examining your own network, developing a strategy, and targeting audiences will. 

The New Priorities Network plans to provide monthly talking points and press releases on Moving the Money for grassroots media work during the first half of 2012.
Jessica Wilson is a specialist in community media and has degrees in media  from UMass Amherst and the New School.   She worked for the immigrant advocacy organization, One Lowell.  A marketing and PR consultant, she has written for the Lowell Sun newspaper and is the Executive Director of LTC, Lowell's public access and media center. 
What’s Behind the US – Iran War Scare?

Convenor: Shelagh Foreman

This group will discuss the real issues at stake in the current US-Iran-Israel war scare, as well as actions Peace Action members can take to head off any possibility of war with iran.

